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Keith Parsons Reaches the Masses 


by Michael Tymn 


One doesn’t have to write books to help oth- 
ers better understand the evidence supporting the 
reality of a spirit world and of life after death. In 
fact, there may be a better way. Dr. Keith Parsons, 
a resident of Derby in the English Midlands and a 
retired radio current affairs producer, is proof of that. 
As of this writing, nearly a half-million people have 
viewed the 12 YouTubes posted by Parsons about 
spiritual matters and the paranormal. His biggest 


ments in England during the 1990s and the medium- 
ship of Leonora Piper from earlier times as offering 
some of the best evidence for survival, and in his 
second documentary he offers a couple of past-life 
cases, primarily that of Ray Bryant remembering the 
nineteenth century life of Reuben Stafford, a soldier 
in the Crimean War, and also the research of Profes- 
sor Ian Stevenson’s photographic birthmark evi- 
dence in the remembered lives of children. He was 
further impressed with the case of Franek Kluski, 
a Polish journalist and banker, whose mediumship 


production thus far has been one 
entitled This Life, Next Life, which 
has had over 387,000 views in Eng- 
lish language countries and some [7 = 
2,500 in Brazil. 

“I was watching a TV docu- M 
mentary in 2008, here in England, | 
that was being skeptical about psy- | 
chic phenomena, as usual,” Parsons | 
explains his motivation. “After it | 
was over, I stormed into the kitchen } 
and declared to my partner some- © 
thing like: ‘They’ve done it again |, 
— rubbishing this subject!’ And she 
said, ‘Well, what are you going to 
do about it?’ And that was a chal- 
lenge that set me to thinking ...” 

While Parsons was brought 
up in the Swedenborgian New 
Church, he parted ways with that 
faith at age 17 and for the most part 
was indifferent to spiritual matters until around 
1994, aged 48, when his partner became increas- 
ingly afraid of flying. In discussing the fear, they 
concluded it was more the prospect of “dying” than 
flying that concerned her. “So I googled ‘Scientific 
Proof of an Afterlife,’ thinking if I could demonstrate 
that death is not final this might help her,” he recalls, 
admitting that he was not much of a believer himself 
at the time. “It turned out that this was my partner’s 
‘gift’ to me since I became fascinated by the topic 
and did a lot of reading. Unfortunately, it has not 
helped her much.” 

Parsons says he is about 98 percent con- 
vinced of life after death, leaving about two percent 
for doubt while he waits for some additional evi- 
dence that will give him absolute certainty. In his 
first documentary, he cites the famous Scole experi- 


Keith Parsons 


= is said to have produced material- 
| ized hand molds of spirits. “The 
only way for these fragile moulds 
to remain intact was for the hands 
to subsequently de-materialize,” he 
| points out. “The interesting thing 
| is that the wax was mixed with a 
dye that would have got onto the 
| skin of any live human interloper 
| trying to cheat in the dark.” 
| All of this evidence, he feels, 
is widely ignored, which contrib- 
| utes to a materialistic worldview 
| and the fear of death. He launched 
his YouTube productions in the 
hope that more people would be- 
come familiar with the evidence. 
“I think people would benefit if 
they came to appreciate that real- 
ity is rather bigger than simply the 
materialist view and realized that 
when you are dead you are not annihilated. Fear of 
death makes death a taboo subject in the West, and 
helping to abolish that fear seems like a reasonable 
objective,” he further addresses his motivation. 
“As someone who has been ‘retired’ for some time, 
doing this work is both useful and gives my time 
meaning. I consider spreading this viewpoint to a 
larger audience is a worthwhile activity with the 
chance of reaching folk who would not normally 
be interested, since my videos are free of charge.” 
He considered writing a book, and, in fact, 
did begin a novel entitled Lucky James? which deals 
with the life after death issue; however, he didn’t 
get around to having it published until two years 
ago. (Itis available at Amazon.com). Having retired 
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Killing God? 


Bill McKibben, an American environmentalist, 
has written: 

“Our comforting sense of the permanence of 
our natural world, our confidence that it will change 
gradually and imperceptibly if at all, is the result of 
a subtly warped perspective. Changes that can affect 
us can happen in our lifetime in our world—not just 
changes like wars but bigger and more sweeping 
events. I believe that without recognizing it we have 
already stepped over the threshold of sucha change; 
that we are at the end of nature. By the end of nature 
I do not mean the end of the world. The rain will 
still fall and the sun shine, though differently than 
before. When I say ‘nature,’ I mean a certain set of 
human ideas about the world and our place in it.” 

McKibben’s other books elaborate on his theme. 
The promotional pitch for his Fight Global Warming 
Now says, “Bestselling author Bill McKibben turns 
activist in the first hands-on guidebook to stopping 
climate change, the world’s greatest threat.” 

Reviewing McKibben’s The End of Nature, Wil- 
liam H. Funk says: “For all of the persuasive reassur- 
ance that we humans are a part of nature, and even 
that the havoc we wreak today is a component of 
some grand, inevitable Darwinian scheme, it seems 
clear that to sanction the continued destruction of 
biodiversity and planetary health in the current 
manner is to condone an insidious usurpation of 
whatever God may be. Or may have been. Perhaps 
we've killed, or are killing, God.” 

Needless to say, McKibben is viewed in envi- 
ronmental circles as a lightworker. I recently saw 
the “end of nature” quote inscribed on the wall of 
a prominent museum ... not a museum primarily 
about the natural world, but that doesn’t matter. 
Apparently his message is considered needful any- 
where, like the Gideons Bibles that used to be in 
hotel and motel rooms. 

No one can fail to be alarmed at the degradation 
mankind has inflicted on the natural world. Never- 
theless, I can’t join the Amen! chorus for McKibben 
and lots of his environmentalist warriors. I dissent 
for two basic reasons, one “little” and one “big.” 

The former is that no matter how much fanati- 
cism accompanies claims of global warming or its 
sibling climate change, it is still a theory. And a con- 
troversial one at that. I do not profess to be any sort 


of expert on climate, but scientific sources dispute 
the theory. For many examples, see Climate Change: 
The Facts (Alan Moran, ed.). Mark Steyn writes in the 
introduction: “Big Climate is slowly being crushed 
by a hard, icy reality: if you’re heading off to uni- 
versity this year, there has been no global warming 
since before you were in kindergarten. ... You would 
think that might occasion a little circumspection. 
But instead the cultists up the ante: having evolved 
from ‘global warming’ to the more flexible ‘climate 
change’, they’re now moving on to ‘climate collapse’. 
Total collapse. No climate at all. No sun, no ice.” 

Of course McKibben and the McKibbenites 
are entitled to their opinions. They are not entitled 
to pretend that the issue is settled and manmade 
climate apocalypse is absolute truth. 

The “big” reason I jib at their world view is that 
it is profoundly anti-spiritual. 

True, nature can sometimes lead to spiritual or 
quasi-spiritual experience. A sunset can peel back 
the sky to reveal a corner of heaven, the shattering 
colors of a maple leaf in autumn become an acci- 
dental epiphany. 

(But nature is not humane. It is morally neutral. 
Aldous Huxley pointed out in his essay “Words- 
worth in the Tropics”: “A few weeks in Malaya or 
Borneo would have undeceived him. ... The sparse 
inhabitants of the equatorial forest are all believers 
in devils. When one has visited, in even the most 
superficial manner, the places where they live, it is 
difficult not to share their faith. The jungle is mar- 
velous, fantastic, beautiful; but it is also terrifying, 
it is also profoundly sinister.” ) 

Consider how God, or nature, has generated 
creatures of fantastical design that fit into virtually 
every earthly environment like a key into a lock 
— from the underwater apparitions of translucent 
jellyfish, to birds that migrate unerringly thousands 
of miles. 

Humanity, despite being more developed in 
significant ways, seems less at home on the planet. 
Maybe we are a failed life form; there have been 
many such before. Does that mean that what pro- 
duced us and our fellow species cannot perform the 
trick again, perhaps more successfully? 

We may kill ourselves. I do not think we will 
kill God. 
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President’s Message: A New Future for the ASCSI 


The world is beginning to change far more 
rapidly and aggressively than ever before, and that 
is saying a lot. In the past decade alone, we have 
made far more progress in consciousness science and 
overall knowledge at every level of human endeavor 
than we made during the whole 
twentieth century. Everything that 
we now do and accomplish in sci- 
ence and academia points toward 
our ever-expanding consciousness 
and its relationship to local physi- 
cal reality as well as the non-local 
wholeness of the universe itself 
(which together I call neurocos- 
mology). The ASCSI was origi- 
nally dedicated to studying religion and psychical 
phenomena, then we worked with spirituality and 
paranormal phenomena while everyone else took to 
studying anomalous phenomena, but now, within 
just the past few years, everyone is instead discuss- 
ing “aspects of consciousness,” just as we are. This 
has been the trend both in and out of science as well 
as human culture in general. The Academy needs to 
take these changes seriously and take advantage of 
them to get ahead of them. Either that or it will fall 
beneath the crushing forces of the coming future in 
consciousness and spiritual studies. I am truly sorry 
for the blunt words, but we need to act quickly and 
decisively on this matter to remain relevant. 

For example, a seminal paper titled “Mani- 
festo for a Post-Materialistic Science” was recently 
published in EXPLORE. The paper was authored 
by several world-renowned scientists, a few well 
known to Academy members. It demanded that the 
scientific and scholarly communities take subjects 
like spirituality, the pene; and consciousness 
more seriously for the good of all science and hu- 
manity, and this is exactly what the Academy is all 
about. Yet this plea also reflects a paradox that has 
developed within our culture. Those of us seeking to 
ae ue consciousness to a higher than present level, 
while explaining the paranormal and other anoma- 
lous phenomena, have fallen behind efforts in the 
pure sciences of neurophysiology and neurophysics. 

More than 10 years ago, the Gallant Lab at 
Berkeley established a method for computers to 
read and decipher the thoughts in a person’s mind, 
when that person was in an {MRI machine watch- 
ing a movie. They played that movie directly back 
from the person’s mind over the computer moni- 
tor, i.e., the computer read the person’s mind. Since 
then, pure scientists, who would never have even 
considered working in the field of spirituality and 
consciousness, have been making the biggest discov- 
eries in spirituality and consciousness through both 
their attempts to build direct “mind to machine” 


interfaces and normal neurophysiological research. 
And these fields of pure science are growing by 
leaps and bounds, advancing consciousness, while 
the organizations which have been considering 
these questions for decades and longer, like us, are 
rapidly shrinking. 

A lot of the smaller specialized organizations 
(USPA, IRVA, IONS, AACS, Rhine Institute, et al.) 
and the larger organizations (PA, SSE, SPR, [ANDS, 
et al) which deal individually with one or more of 
the many different aspects of consciousness, if not 
consciousness and spirituality directly (as does 
ASCSI), are having similar problems with falling 
membership, failing to bring in more young people, 
maintaining their relevance in a rapidly changing 
world and growth in general as we are and are also 
trying to remake themselves to reflect the changes 
noted above. The new academic discipline of “Con- 
sciousness Studies” has grown rapidly over the past 
two decades when yearly international “Toward a 
Science of Consciousness” conferences first started 
in Tucson. So, I think that it is time for all the smaller 
organizations, like our Academy, to come together to 
overcome our mutual problems and press our case 
more strongly before the established scientific and 
academic communities. 

Toward this end, I have suggested that the 
Academy, as a mid-level organization partially sci- 
entific and partially non-scientific, but still scholarly 
and involved with all the various aspects of con- 
sciousness, try to build its own future and develop 
ourselves as a central organizing group or “hub” for 
all similar organizations and even educational insti- 
tutions. The Academy should be leading the field of 
spiritual and consciousness studies, not just react- 
ing to it. Our role needs to become more pro-active, 
rather than just passive. In addition to and beyond 
our normal existence and what we normally do, 
we should start a federation or congress of groups 
such as our own and receive delegates from all those 
groups for mutual survival and cooperation in a 
rapidly changing world. To realize this future, and/ 
or discuss whether we should go in this direction 
or stay as we are, the board of directors has estab- 
lished a “Way Forward Committee” to isolate and 
more carefully define the causes of these problems 
and our course of action. Over the next few months 
we will be working on this new incentive and I will 
keep you, our members, apprised of what we hope 
to accomplish through any changes that we make. 
We are living in the most exciting of times in all hu- 
man history, and we need to roll with that. Anyone 
who has questions or suggestions regarding this, 
please feel free to contact me directly. 

—James E. Beichler, Ph.D. 
jebcolst@aol.com 


Tom and Lisa Butler, NST 


Death, In Fact, Is Not the End All: Here are 
some interesting perspectives from studies done 
on near-death experiences. In one study, research- 
ers asked 344 patients who survived cardiac arrest, 
to describe their experiences during the week after 
intensive care. Out of all people surveyed 18 per- 
cent could barely 
remember the ex- 
perience, and 8-12 
percent cited a 
classic example of 
near-death experi- 
ences. This means 
that from 28 to 41 
people who are not 
related to each other, 
from different hospitals, recalled almost the same 
experience. 

Dutch researcher Pim van Lommel studied the 
memories of survivors of clinical death. According to 
the results, many people have lost their fear of death, 
become happier, more positive and more sociable. 
Almost everyone was talking about clinical death, 
as a positive experience which further affects their 
lives over time. 

According to Professor Robert Lanza all pos- 
sibilities in the Universe happen simultaneously. But 
when the observer decides to look at all these pos- 
sibilities they are reduced to one. Thus, time, space, 
matter, and everything else exists only through our 
perception. If so, then things like “death” cease to be 
an irrefutable fact and are only part of the percep- 
tion. In fact, although it may seem that we die in 
this Universe, according to the theory [by] Lanza, 
our life becomes “an eternal flower that flourishes once 
again in the multiverse.” 

Extracted from: By Paradox, “The existence of life 
after death: new evidence scientists.” The Mice Times of 
Asia. 2017. micetimes.asia/the-existence-of-life-after- 
death-new-evidence-scientists-photo / 


* * * 


Dr. Sam Parnia, an associate professor of medi- 
cine at New York University Langone Medical Cen- 
ter, launched a comprehensive study of near-death 
experiences in 2008. He published research involv- 
ing 2,060 cardiac arrest patients called AWARE in 
2014. Parnia is working ona follow-up study, called 
AWARE II, with a public announcement likely in 
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the next six months. It will try to answer questions 
the first study raised. For example, is it true that 
up to 40 percent of people have awareness but just 
don’t recall it? Parnia says 
his team has built in tests 
for visual and auditory 
awareness for specific 
moments during cardiac 
arrest and CPR where 
they can test for implicit 
learning if people can’t | 
explicitly recall mem- 
ories. “For instance, in 
some cases people who 
appear unconscious are given names of cities and ob- 
jects,” he says. “When they have recovered they have 
been asked to recall any memories. Even though 
they have no recall, when asked to ‘randomly’ think 
of cities, those who had been exposed to the stimuli 
are statistically more likely to choose the same cities 
compared to control subjects. Thus indicating they 
had heard it.” 

From: Oliver, David. “Near-death experiences are 
real, doctor says.” AOL News. 2017. aol.com/article/ 
news/2017/10/17/near-death-experiences-are-real- 
doctor-says / 23246008 / 


* * * 


The Classic Near-death Experience (NDE) 
includes bright lights, an overwhelming feeling of 
peace, out-of-body experiences (OBEs), a life review, 
reduced fear of death and the perception of being 
in a long tunnel. NDEs are surprisingly common, 
affecting an estimated four percent of the popula- 
tion, as well as up to 18 percent of cardiac arrest 
survivors. Recently, Charlotte Martial, from the 
University of Liège and University Hospital of Liège, 
and her team set out to get a deeper understanding 
of the NDE experience. After analysis, the team 
found that each NDE involved an average of four 
different phenomena, the most frequent features of 
which were: a feeling of peacefulness (experienced 
by 80 percent of participants), witnessing bright 
lights (eee by 69 percent of participants), 
and encountering people or spirits (experienced 
by 64 percent of participants). Meanwhile, the least 
common experiences were speeding thoughts (felt 
by five percent of participants) and having precog- 
nitive visions, or seeing events in the future (felt by 
four percent of participants). 

From: Newman, Tim. “Is the near-death experience 
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the same for everyone?” Medical News Today. 2017. medi- 
calnewstoday.com / articles /318687.php 


* * * 


Another Reason to Study NDEs: Near-death 
experience is associated with death or impend- 
ing death. There are valid accounts of individuals 
around the world who died and came back to life. 
The current research on this phenomenon is mainly 
focused on giving oppor- = 
tunity for Ea who had 
near-death experiences to 
share their experiences. 
However, there is the need 
for a shift in the objectives - 
associated with research into near-death experi- 
ences. 

On February 2, 2006 Anita Moorjani, who had 
been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma in 
2002, went into a coma. After 30 hours of being in the 
coma she came back to consciousness and her cancer 
disappeared and all organs that were damaged were 
fully restored without any clinical explanation. 

In the various cases of people who died from 
different types of diseases and yet came back to life 
healed, one interesting observational conclusion can 
be made, and that conclusion is that irrespective of 
the type of disease that killed the person, healing 
was non-discriminatory as far as the type of dis- 
ease concerned. There is the possibility of a divine 
explanation ascribed to this o PE oR is but some 
level of effort still needs to be made. Substantive 
data and study need to be collected on near-death 
experiences in other to exponentially facilitate our 
quest to discover the key to curing all disease. 

From: Dzirasah, David. “Back from the dead - Dis- 
covering a universal cure to all diseases.” GhanaWeb. 
2017. ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/health/Back- 
from-the-dead-Discovering-a-universal-cure-to-all- 
diseases-553075 


* * * 


Creating World Peace: To create world peace, 
the LiveAMoment app encourages people to take 
3-minute sessions daily to reflect on their own 
emotions. Afterwards, you choose three words that 
describe how you are feeling in that moment. Your 
emotions are record- 7 
ed on a global map, 
and you can see 
who else is feeling 
the same way. You 
can also record a 
15-second video of § 
how you are feeling | 
at the moment to 
share with other app users. And if you need a daily 
reminder to take a time-out, there’s also a function 


for that. 

It may seem far-fetched technology can solve 
years of conflict, but app creator Greene’s theory is 
rooted in her “three feet of Peace” idea: If everyone 
does their part and remains calm, we can have col- 
lective peace. She got the idea after working with 
children, one of whom told her world peace was too 
big for him to handle. “I told him, ‘Can you handle 
three feet of peace? Because that’s your world,” she 
explained. “If you can handle three feet of peace, 
and I can handle three feet, we can come together.” 

From: liveamoment.com 


* * * 


“Why Skeptics Will Never Accept the Exis- 
tence of Psi” is a thoughtful essay by guest author 
Matt Rouge on Michael Prescott’s Blog. Rouge’s thesis 
is that “Skeptics will never be compelled to accept 
the existence of psi because laboratory research in- 
volves difficult statistics that can be argued about ad 
in.finitum, and exceptional individual cases of psi 
can be dismissed as ‘anecdotes’ one by one.” 

Rouge ends with: “Based on my reading of psi 
laboratory research and exceptional cases of psi, as 
well as my own experience, I am 100 percent certain 
that psi is real and materialism is completely dis- 
proved and an obsolete worldview. Skeptics, how- 
ever, will never be convinced. If I am correct, that 
puts the unstoppable force of the truth of psi against 
the immovable object of the skeptics’ belief system. 
What will be the end result of such an interaction?” 

He concludes that the problem is not likely to 
be solved until someone finds a way to make money 
“in the form of a process, product or service that 
consistently works and that people want.” 

From: Rouge, Matt. “Why Skeptics Will Never 
Accept the Existence of Psi.” Michael Prescott’s Blog. 
2017. michaelprescott.typepad.com/michael_prescotts_ 
blog /2017 /06/guest-post-why-skeptics-will-never- 
accept-the-existence-of-psi.html. 


New Members 

Vickie Penninger, Raleigh, NC 
Virginia Rupy, The Villages, FL 
Dean Schilling, Alamo, TX 
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From page 1 


from the broadcast journalism business, 15 years 
with BBC, and considering himself a commentator 
rather than a print journalist or psychical researcher, 
he concluded that he should best stick with what he 
knew. 

His work with BBC called for traveling to 
such places as New York City, Mexico City, Hong 
Kong, Shanghai, Calcutta and Cairo to make docu- 
mentaries. It involved everything from interviewing 
prime ministers of countries to fishermen and train 
conductors to people living in the rubbish dumps 
of Mexico City and the tombs of Cairo. He also met 
Mother Theresa in Calcutta, but she refused to be 
interviewed. 

Still, there have been challenges in producing 
the YouTubes. “I'd feel a bit like a Neanderthal in 
the BBC today,” he says with a chuckle. “It has been 
nearly 30 years since I worked in radio. Since then 
the technology has changed out of all recognition, 
especially in relation to digital editing instead of 
tape. I used to do my editing with a razor blade, 
cutting up quarter-inch tape into the bits I needed 
from interviews for the programs I was making.” 

Adding to his decision to stick with the 
more visual arts is the fact that the younger genera- 
tion seems to avoid books. “The world of younger 
people, all using mobile phones and tablets, is a 
video world, with watching video being easier than 
taking pains over a complicated subject in a book,” 
he muses. “So I think there are good long term 
prospects for video, compared to the written word.” 
He points out that he avoids background music and 
sound effects in favor of the power of speech. “In 
fact you could watch my videos with your eyes shut 
without missing much. As a former radio producer, 
Tam really making radio programs (with pictures).” 

Most of his YouTubes have been based on 
radio scripts he wrote 10 or more years ago in a se- 
ries called Preposterous People, which he had hoped 
to sell to radio stations. “I found I could not even 
give these away to the local BBC radio station!” he 
laments with a laugh. “But as videos they are getting 
decent approval. They involve quite a lot of picture 
research, and of course interesting and relevant 
images are crucial. This is something that, as a BBC 
radio producer, I never needed to bother with.” 

When he first made This Life, Next Life, his 
oldest and most popular video to date, he hawked it 
around various TV broadcasters, including the BBC, 
and was rejected. “I am sure it was rejected without 
my DVD even being viewed,” he says. “The BBC 
has made some excellent ‘spiritual evidence’ docu- 
mentaries in the past, but that was 12 years or more 
ago. Inmy YouTube documentary This Life, Past Life, 
I refer to a BBC Wales TV program examining the 
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research of Professor Stevenson on childrens’ past 
life memories. It was made in 1992 — that is to say, 
26 years ago. I can’t imagine such an open-minded 
program being made today. It seems to me that now 
the media — both radio and TV — are dominated by 
materialist scientists with a disproportionate influ- 
ence on program making decisions, so psychical 
research never gets onto the agenda. 

A y appraisal is that the BBC’s output is 
less sympathetic to anything non-materialistic than 
it used to be. The materialist/scientist presenters 
of the day - the likes of Professor Jim Khalili and 
Professor Brian Cox — appear to hold sway. I don’t 
expect that any time soon the BBC will get around 
to considering in an open-minded way the possibil- 

—_ ity of conscious- 
ness surviving 

the death of the 
| body. In my lat- 
est presentation 
on YouTube, 
How Old is Psy- 
chical Research? 
I start by refer- 
ring to an arti- 
cle on the BBC 
web site about 
the ‘truth’ of the 
paranormal. Its 
‘assumption,’ 
which is never 
explained or jus- 
tified, is that ‘of 
course’ there is 
no such thing as 
the paranormal - 
such belief must 
be ‘fanciful su- 


Kluski hand molds 


perstition’.” 

In spite of media resistance and significantly 
declining Church of England membership, a 2015 
survey of over 2,900 British people, Parsons notes, 
found that a whopping 82 percent accepted the 
paranormal. “However, the BBC does not care to 
cater to these people,” he states. “After all, it would 
challenge the dominant materialist paradigm.” 

Going back to the decline in n member- 
ship, Parsons points out that half the population 
of Great Britain say they have no religion, while 
three out of four 18 to 24 year-olds say they have 
no religion, a rise of nine percentage points since 
2015, and the generation gap on religious affiliation 
is widening according to one survey. “Ironically, 
since the Queen is head of the Church of England, 
the BBC is happy, or even obliged, to support reli- 
gious services, but not those people whose interests 
involve non-religious spirituality,” he continues. “At 
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least as far as ‘evidence’ goes. Funerals, weddings 
and Christmas-time are the most important reasons 
for church attendance, with official figures in 2016 
showing that only 1.4 percent of the population of 
England now attends Anglican services on a typical 
Sunday morning.” Parsons adds, “I’m reminded of 
a quote from Gore Vidal 
I used in my novel Lucky 
James? Vidal says one 
god religions are easily 
the greatest disaster ever 
to be inflicted on the hu- 
man race. Well the sta- 
tistics on British church- 
going would be assuring 
to Vidal now, since wor- 
shippers simply aren’t 
turning up regularly, so | 
the ‘disaster’ seems to be [f 
diminishing, in England f 
at least. Z 

Two remaining 
scripts in his original series have still to be converted 
to video. One is on the mediumship of Helen Dun- 
can, the last person to be sent to jail in England under 
the Witchcraft Act, during the Second World War. 
The other is on Rosemary Brown, who claimed to 
channel compositions by various famous compos- 
ers. A video on “The Watseka Wonder” has been 
completed and is awaiting release. Parsons is in 
the process of putting together a video of quota- 
tions from famous scientists and scholars who have 
been convinced of the survival evidence, as a way 
of showing that the materialist paradigm is not the 
only one to have supporters. 


Vin or Lose 


Ponder on This 


“There seems a nemesis attaching to the 
work of some of these investigators. For a brief 
space they will be moved by what they witness 
to a point of enthusiasm which almost persuades 
them of reality, then as the impression fades they 
will fall back into that negative frame of mind 
in which they are no longer able to appreciate, 
it would seem, the reality of the occurrences, 
and the old, old doubts surge back upon them 
and leave them impotent to form any positive 
conclusion. And then perhaps a feeling of pro- 
fessional caution comes in to set the seal upon 
their attitude of negation.” 

— Mark W. Richardson, M.D. 
(on the investigation of medium 
Mina Crandon, aka “Margery”) 
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Generally, Parsons has received very favor- 
able feedback from the viewers of his videos, but 
some of the comments on his most popular video 
resulted in hostile debates involving foul language, 
prompting Parsons to disable the comments section. 
“The hundreds of comments on YouTube reflect the 
variety of opinions that exist in the world,” he says. 
Most are complimentary, some less so. But given 
the controversial nature of this topic, that is not sur- 
prising. Since I disabled the comments on This Life, 
Next Life, people are no longer abusive as they used 
to be, and they still have the opportunity to click on 
the ‘like’ or ‘dislike’ buttons if they choose to. I find 
it interesting that virtually everybody has a view on 
the afterlife or total annihilation — regardless of how 
well- or ill-informed they are about the subject. What 
pleases me, from the comments I have received, is 
that I have definitely helped some of my viewers 
with their understanding and in some instances I 
have helped them deal with grief.” 

Parsons concludes with mentioning that un- 
til recently, he had never used his doctorate with his 
name in connection with spiritual matters because, 
back in 1972, it was in political sociology and unre- 
lated to spirituality. However, several Keith Parsons 
turn up in a Google search, including a Professor 
Keith M. Parsons of the University of Arizona, an 
avowed materialist with views diametrically op- 
ia to his own. For the purposes of YouTube, 

owever, this professor has dropped his middle 
initial and his professorial title, which would have 
resulted in confusion if “our” Keith Parsons had 
not added “Dr.” But the confused searcher looking 
for the YouTubes should still watch out. When “Dr. 
Keith Parsons” is input, they both pop up. It requires 
only alittle discernment to tell the believer from the 
non-believer. 


YouTubes by Dr. Keith Parsons 


1. DarwinBalls 

2. This Life, Past Life 

3. This Life, Next Life 

4. Can Spirits Materialise? 

5. This Life, This Life 

6. The Medium and The Airship 
7. Surgeon from the Other World 
8. Spirit Possession, Spirit Release 
9. The Flying Dutchman 

10. Afterlife Books Worth Reading 
11. Mirabelli - Who? 

12. How Old is Psychical Research? 


Google “Dr. Keith Parsons — YouTube” 
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An Interview with Patrice Keane 


by David Stang 


Patrice Keane has been the executive director of 
The American Society for Psychical Research since 
1990. Located at 5 W. 73" Street in Manhattan, ASPR 
is the oldest research organization in the United 
States studying psychic or paranormal phenomena. 
Although it was reorganized and restructured in 
1906, it was cofounded in 1885 by William James, 
the renowned Harvard psychologist and professor 
of psychology. James, along with other cofounders 
and early dessins were American pioneers in 
psychology, psychiatry, physics and astronomy. Ke- 
ane began her career as a research associate at Mai- 
monides Medical Center, Department of Psychiatry, 
Division of Parapsychology and Psychophysics, 
where she conducted experiments investigating the 
physiological concomitants of altered states of con- 
sciousness and ESP. It was then that she was first in- 
troduced to the ASPR. She also did research at New 
York University, Research Center for Mental Health 
and at The Veterans Administration Hospital, De- 
partment of Psychiatry, in NYC with schizophrenic 
a She became interested in complementary 
ealing research while she was conducting physi- 
ological research at NYU. She has been investigat- 
ing healing practices among indigenous people in 
Australia, the Caribbean, Indonesia, South America, 
Africa, and northern Alaska. Her undergraduate 
studies were done at Northeastern University, New 
York University, and Columbia University. She also 
did graduate studies at Columbia University. 


Ms. Keane, would you kindly share with us how 
you became interested in psychical research? 

As a college student in Boston in the ear- 
ly 1970s, I was interested in altered states of 
consciousness. I was then studying psychology, 
which lead me to mysticism and I quickly became 
very interested in William James. I was moved by 
his The Varieties of Religious Experience and his idea 
of transformative experiences. There was no para- 
psychology to be studied in Boston at that time, 
so I moved back to New York and discovered a 
wonderful teacher, Dr. Parimal Das who worked 
for UNESCO and was teaching parapsychology at 
the New School for Social Research. She had earlier 
moved to New York to complete her doctoral work 
with Margaret Mead and Gardner Murphy, a bril- 
liant humanistic psychologist who soon thereafter 
introduced me to the ASPR. Dr. Das, as my mentor, 
took me around the country introducing me to the 
directors of leading laboratories. We visited the 
Maimonides laboratory and I immediately became 
fascinated with the work that was being done with 
dreams, internal attention states and altered states 


of consciousness. 


Can you tell me more about your early research 
experiences at Maimonides? 

In the mid 1970's, I began working at both 
Maimonides and the American Society for Psychical 
Research. Dr. Montague Ullman was the President 
of the ASPR and he was also the Director the 
Department of Psychiatry at Maimonides Hospital 
and the dream laboratory that later became the Divi- 
sion of Parapsychology and Psychophysics. The lab 
had received an NIMH grant to research telepathy, 
dreams and altered states. We were using the gan- 
zfeld technique which combined mild sensory depri- 
vation and relaxation while a participant being stud- 
ied was reclining in a sound-proof room. We mixed 
hypnotic inductions, guided imageries, and various 
kinds of meditation and relaxation techniques to 
help people to clear their minds and become more 
aware of internally generated imagery, similar to 
what might be called mindfulness techniques to- 
day. We often monitored brain waves, muscle ten- 
sion, and body temperature. We observed what was 
happening to individuals when they were having 
ESP experiences. We sometimes used biofeedback to 
enhance levels of relaxation or to induce a particular 
brain wave state. We were seeking to ascertain if 
one kind of brain wave was more conducive to ESP 
than another and if states that encouraged internal 
attention were psi conducive. 

Dr. Ullman and I also began a dream group, 
which he lead at the ASPR where we studied ESP 
phenomena that occurred between members of a 
group that shared Dr. Ullman’s experiential dream 

rocess. Both Dr. Ullman and Dr. Nancy Sondow, 
Caen president of the ASPR) have written inter- 
esting articles about their dream telepathy research. 


How did you become interested in mind/body heal- 
ing research? 

In addition to observing ESP, my work in psy- 
chophysiology laboratories allowed me to witness 
extraordinary autonomic control by yogis, medita- 
tors, and people who did biofeedback training. I 
also observed physiological changes while people 
did visualizations that had concomitant physiologi- 
cal response. My work at Maimonides and at he 
ASPR also involved frequent interface with persons 
who suspected they had been having psychic or 
paranormal experiences, including healings. What 
Ihave particularly admired about working at ASPR 
is observing the ways in which it serves the pub- 
lic. Many people from around the world are referred 
to the ASPR and I took a lot of calls and visits from 
people wanting to learn more about their ESP expe- 
riences. I also had the opportunity to help people 
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having difficulties integrating their experiences by 
doing intake and referrals for patients who would 
come to the ASPR and Maimonides. Many labora- 
tories were not in a position to help people needing 
professional help. I worked with Dr. Ullman, Dr. 
Jan Ehrenwald or Dr. Jule Eisenbud and others as- 
sociated with the ASPR who were available to take 
psychiatric referrals at that time. I learned a great 
deal from these insightful generous mental health 
experts about how and when to assist people in 
finding informed, open-minded professional help 
when it was needed. 


How did you move from altered states research in 
the laboratory to field research on healing? 

Healing research was a natural transition from 
altered states research. I had also met many people 
over the years from all over the world who were 
drawn to the ASPR and to Maimonides where they 
shared their extraordinary healing experiences. I 
had become very interested in health care in devel- 
oping cultures while I was a student at Columbia 
University so it was a natural transition to look 
into indigenous healing systems. Unexplained 
phenomena are often reported in indigenous heal- 
ing. To me the native indigenous wisdom was a 
resource not to be ignored simply because it wasn’t 
yet fully understood. I interviewed healers, physi- 
cians, and human rights workers struggling with 
the massive onslaught of development into the cities 
and jungles of Brazil, Ecuador, Columbia and Peru 
and learned much from them about their lands, 
cultures and healing practices. In the early 1990s, I 
attended the Earth Summit in Rio and interviewed 
indigenous leaders who gathered in Rio for their 
own conference. Since then I have continued to visit 
and interview healers from around the world. 


William James throughout his career attracted 
much negatively critical attention from many of 
his academic colleagues concerning the research he 
conducted regarding psychical phenomena. Such 
investigations, his critics asserted, were not at all 
scientific and that what James referred to as psychic 
phenomena were merely delusions and hallucina- 
tions arising out of mental disorders. Many of those 
persons over the years who engaged in psychical 
research, parapsychology and more recently con- 
sciousness studies have been similarly criticized 
and often shunned by their skeptical academic col- 
leagues. What has ASPR been doing in recent years 
to change public opinion about psychic phenomena 
and increased public awareness and appreciation of 
the extraordinarily broad spectrum of our human 
consciousness? 

From its inception the ASPR has investigated 
the prevalence and meaning of extraordinary hu- 
man experience from creativity, hypnosis, dreams 
and states of consciousness to telepathy, clairvoy- 
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ance, precognition, psychokinesis, healing, and the 
question of survival after death. Its current research 
examines ESP functioning in altered states of con- 
sciousness. New case reports of personal experiences 
include premonitions of 9 /11, as well as reports 
bearing on the survival hypothesis from a survey 
of near-death experiences, apparitions, awareness 
of death at a distance, and unusual experiences in 
the presence of the dying. The ASPR library and ar- 
chives are a leading repository of significant aspects 
of American and scientific history —- including the 
earliest history of psychology and psychiatry in the 
United States, early studies of multiple personality, 
the evolution of mind-body medicine, Eastern and 
Western religious philosophy, the mental healers 
movement and American visionary traditions. We 
also conduct programs and lecture series that com- 
municate to the public the findings of the psychical 
and paranormal research. 

For 133 years people have benefited from us- 
ing the ASPR library and archives not only in con- 
ducting research but also in seeking to understand 
their own personal psychical experiences. William 
James was a famous pragmatist. He was committed 
to using the tools of science to investigate claims of 
the paranormal. He was also wise in realizing that 
at any moment in time our explanations are limited 
by our current knowledge. The ASPR continues 
his legacy. To this day, in addition to helping many 
researchers and conducting our own research, we 
continue to collect spontaneous case studies and 
reports from around the world. Its unique archives 
are often on loan to international museums and 
cultural institutions. We are presently seeking funds 
to complete a documentary about the ASPR and the 
history of mind/body science in America. 


Finally, Ms. Keane, from your perspective how do 
you view the future of your institution? 

With sufficient support, the ASPR will protect 
and preserve its existing historical legacy. The Soci- 
ety will also continue to stimulate modern thinkers 
drawn from a variety of mainstream disciplines, 
including physics, psychology, biology, medicine, 
religion and a The ASPR will continue 
its tradition of top-level, interdisciplinary scientific 
conferences with the best minds in their fields. It 
will facilitate conversations among leading scien- 
tists, conversations about the nature of reality that 
incorporate a century of evidence from psychical 
research and modern research from mainstream sci- 
ence. These studies suggest an interdependence and 
connectedness of conscious beings and the physical 
world. The ASPR is unique with its exceptional 
library and archives that include manuscripts that 
date back to the 1600s. The ASPR is a primary con- 
temporary force for advancing our understanding 
of the far-reaching scientific and spiritual questions 
raised by the mysteries of consciousness. 
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Book Reviews 


The Risen: A Companion to Grief, by August 
Goforth, Tempestina Teapot Books, LLC, New 
York, 2017, 330 pages 


Based on my survey of a number of websites 
dealing with grief counseling, the survival of the 
deceased loved one in another realm of existence 
is a taboo subject. If the grieving person brings 
it up, he or she should be ae 
referred to his or her pastor i 
for guidance. Of course, 
most pastors have nothing 
to offer beyond their very 
humdrum heaven. The 
choice of a grief counselor 
or a pastor seems like a lose- 
lose situation. The grief 
counselor tells the grieving 
person to get on with life, 
while the pastor explains 
that the deceased loved is 
awaiting some far-off day 
of judgment or is already 
floating on clouds and sing- 
ing psalms 24/7. Might as well stay home and escape 
into some mundane activity. 

In this recently released book, author Goforth 
opposes the mainstream approach of avoiding talk 
about the survival of our loved ones. “Achieving 
awareness of our immortality will lift our minds 
above the temporary chaos of humankind and con- 
nect us with a greater reality that is infinite, and 
which means there is no final ending,” he explains, 
going on to say that we should be able to find com- 
fort with grief rather than from it. 

In addition to being a New York psychothera- 
pist, Goforth is also an intuitive-mental and psycho- 
physical spirit medium who knows with certainty 
that this life is a small part of a much larger life and 
that we will be reunited with out loved ones again. 
There is no reason to bury them in the deep recesses 
of our mind as garden variety mental health experts 
would have us do. Once we have the conviction that 
we will see them again, we can overcome the grief 
by embracing them rather than by forgetting them. 

Underlying the grief of nearly all of face in 
deep despair at the loss of a loved one is what Go- 
forth calls an “existential bleakness” — the inability to 
find any real meaning in death...or in life. Moreover, 
living in the present, as the grief counselors advise, 
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so often unfolds as hedonism - eat, drink, and be 
merry. It involves escaping into seemingly meaning- 
less and mundane activities in order to overcome it 
all and move on. 

After reading Goforth’s 2009 book, The Risen, 
I had the opportunity to interview him for this 
publication. He informed me that Timothy Gray, a 
co-author of that earlier book as well as this book, 
was a New York City writer, editor and photogra- 
pher who transitioned to the spirit world during 
the early 1990s, and then, about two years after his 
physical death, began communicating with him, 
providing his own experiences in the afterlife as well 
as information given to him by “The Risen Collec- 
tive,” a group of more advanced spirit entities who 
use Timothy Gray to relay information to Goforth. 

As Goforth explains it, the members of the 
Risen Collective once lived on this Earth and much 
of what they advise comes from emotional states 
they experienced when incarnate as well as from 
emotional insights they have discovered in their 
present state of existence. As they see it, grief is not 
a problem to be solved; rather, it is a doorway that 
is meant to be passed through. The key to getting 
through that doorway, Goforth says, is to surrender. 
“Surrender is getting into a neutral zone after letting 
negative momentum subside,” he further explains. 
“Once in the neutral zone — or mid-pendulum — we 
can begin to consciously choose to raise our vibra- 
tion higher and higher by looking for better ways to 
use our mind, such as focusing on the miraculous 
fact that our Risen Loved Ones are still alive and 
moving about in ways that are certain to overwhelm 
but then soothe our old ways of thinking.” 

A message that has come through many medi- 
ums over the years is stressed by The Risen. That 
is, our grief is disturbing to our discarnate loved 
ones. “If we continue to feed our grief and main- 
tain limiting beliefs about it, the resulting feeling 
will reach out and connect to our Risen Loved One 
but in discomforting ways — usually by exerting a 
feeling of pulling them back to the Earth,” Goforth 
offers. “This pulling feels shadowy and substandard 
to them because the Earth is no longer their natural 
habitat.” 

Overcoming grief is a lot like learning to swim. 
Either you sink to the bottom in deep melancholy 
or despair or you learn how overcome it and float 
on the top with courage and optimism. 

— Michael Tymn 
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Surgeon from another World, George Chap- 
man and Roy Stemman, White Crow Books, 
UK, 2017, (This is a revised and expanded 
book from a 1978 publication.) 


Author George Chapman (1921 — 2006) was a 
medium who is said to have partnered with Wil- 
liam Lang (1852 — 1937), an English surgeon, in the 
practice of spiritual healing. 

Chapman had never met Lang and had never 
heard of him before Lang gg 
started controlling him short- p ES 
ly after he discovered his 
mediumistic abilities in 1946. | 
Research revealed that Lang § 
had been an ophthalmic sur- 
geon at the famous Middlesex § 
Hospital in London between & 
1880 and 1914 and continued f 
in a limited practice until the jf 
late 1920s. 

As Chapman came to 
understand it and explains it, J 
we all have three bodies— the Misia Rue 
physical, the etheric, and the spirit. The etheric body 
is a go-between the physical and spiritual bodies and 
supplies energy to the eo kata body. At death, the 
etheric body clings to the spirit body like a magnet 
for a short time, until unsuited to the vibrations of 
the next world, and having completed its purpose, 
it also dies. (“Second Death”) The spirit body is an 
exact replica of the physical body and it is on the 
spirit body that Dr. Lang operated. Further, we are 
all surrounded by an electro-magnetic field of energy 
called the aura. It reflects the patient’s health, and 
Dr. Lang could diagnose health problems from this. 
This aura also reflects a person’s spiritual nature. 

After a self-induced trance, which Chapman 
learned to easily enter, Lang took control of his 
body for up to six hours. “In order to operate ef- 
fectively on patients’ spirit bodies, Dr. Lang needs a 
medium whose etheric and physical body he can use 
for a period of time, and so, although my physical 
body plays no part in the treatment, it makes all the 
movements that Dr. Lang is making and I seem to 
be operating with invisible instruments,” Chapman 
explains, pointing out that Lang is unable to see in- 
animate objects, although he can often sense them. 
“But he sees the patents’ spirit bodies very clearly 
and that is all that is necessary for him to achieve 
his results.” The operations were not invasive of the 
physical body as reported to be the case with some 
spiritual healers, but scars would appear for a brief 
period on the part of the physical body correspond- 
ing to that part of the spirit body operated on. 

While in the trance state, Chapman was un- 
aware of the procedures and knew nothing about 
what took place after he recovered awareness. He 
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would initially feel a strong pulling sensation at the 
base of his skull and would then experience many 
dreams, but those were the only memories he had 
of the procedures. 

The book includes stories of a number of seem- 
ingly miraculous healings by Dr. Lang. Although 
he was unable to help everyone, it is reported that 
those not healed physically often felt uplifted spiri- 
tually. Chapman fad clinics in England, France, and 
Switzerland. 

A number of doctors referred their patients to 
Chapman and gave testimony to his (or Lang’s) heal- 
ing powers. Robert W. Laidlaw, M.D., a member of 
the American Society for Psychical Research, studied 
the Chapman-Lang phenomenon. “I fully believed 
then, and I believe now, that I was conversing with 
the surviving spirit of a doctor who had died some 
thirty years ago,” Laidlaw is quoted. “His whole 
manner was simple, warm, and sincere...] am con- 
vinced that the voice I heard which was transmitted 
through the medium, Mr. George Chapman, was 
generated by the deceased but still very much alive 
Mr. Lang, and my memory of him is as sharp and 
as real as if I had been sitting by him talking to him 
in the flesh.” 

A Swiss psychiatrist who preferred not to give 
her name is quoted as saying she had known Dr. 
Lang since 1975 and he had her complete trust. “Dr. 
Lang’s diagnosis does not depend on the question- 
ing of the patient,” she states. “It is an instantaneous 
diagnosis. Even before one is able to tell him how 
one suffers, he is able to say what the problem is. 
He says it with precision, with a surprising accuracy 
and with details which would need X-rays and 
modern laboratory tests for them to be known by 
any other doctor.” 

A French doctor testified that he had overcome 
his initial skepticism. However, he noted that the 
cures were not constant from one patient to another. 
“This is probably due as much to the patient’s de- 
gree of receptivity to such therapeutics as it is to 
the intervention of a power and an intelligence,” 
he is quoted. 

As Chapman saw it, his relationship with Lang 
went beyond the healing of physical bodies. “The 
real purpose of Dr. Lang’s spirit return, I am con- 
vinced, is not solely to cure sick people,” he is quoted 
by co-author Stemman, a well-known journalist. “It 
is to touch the soul and to give us a new, convincing 
insight and understanding of the spiritual reality 
which surrounds us.” 

Since the book is primarily an autobiography, 
the skeptic might question the accuracy of it, but it 
is noted that other books have been written about 
Chapman and Lang, including The Return of Dr. 
Lang, by S. G. Miron and Healing Hands by Bernard 
Hutton. 

— Michael Tymn 
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Imagine Heaven: Near-Death Experiences. 
God’s Promises, and the Exhilarating Fu- 
ture that Awaits You, by John Burke, Baker 
Publishing Group, Grand Rapids, MI, 2015, 
344 pages. 


Of the many near-death Experience books 
available today, this one has an unusual approach. 
Not only does it portray many personal NDE sto- 
ries, it provides a religious perspective. Author 
Burke has correlated personal descriptions given 
by the individual’s description of the afterlife with 
scripture passages in the Bible. Of course, this is 
his interpretation of the 
particular scriptures. For 
the readers that lean heavily 
on the Bible regarding what 
to expect after death, this 
book may meet their need 
for validation, reassurance, 
and guidance. 

Based on these per- 
sonal NDE experiences, the 
author asks us to use our 
imagination to accompany 
them as they journey to a 
place of great grandeur, 
love, and peace. Those who 
find themselves in what seems like another dimen- 
sion never want to leave. He draws from studies 
by Dr. Jeffrey Long, a radiation oncologist, and Dr. 
Melvin Morse, a pediatrician Long reported en- 
hanced senses, incredible feeling of peace, brilliant 
light, glorious landscapes, encounters with mysti- 
cal beings and/or deceased relatives and friends 
as being core elements of NDEs in a study of 1,300 
subjects. Morse’s study ruled out drugs as a cause 
of the NDE effect. 

Burke matches the NDE experiences to Bible 
verses such as “things which eye have not seen and 
ear has not heard....all that God has prepared for 
those who love him.” (1 Corinthians 2:9 NASB). He 
also uses a Mother Teresa quote regarding those 
who have endured a life of abuse and misery when 
she said, “In light of Heaven, the worst suffering 
on earth, a life full of the most atrocious tortures on 
earth, will be seen to be not more serious than one 
night in an inconvenient hotel.” Burke equates this 
quote and other NDEs stories to the Biblical verse 
“There will be no more death or mourning or crying 
or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 
(Revelation 21:4). 

“Maybe the reason we never feel fully satisfied 
in our earthly life is because we are created for the 
life to come,” Burke muses. He devotes on chapter 
of the book to hellish NDEs, in which a few indi- 
viduals reported entering a void of deep darkness. 
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Some had frightening feelings there of evil, suffered 
verbal abuse, and/or were threatened with physi- 
cal abuse. They reported calling on God for rescue 
and were drawn out of the darkness by a brilliant 
light. Several people reported, before returning to 
their physical bodies, being given a tour of Heaven 
and Hell as an inspiration or warning. This implies 
a choice of accepting the love of God or choosing to 
reject Him. Burke writes that “God does not want 
us to fear death or condemnation... the only thing 
that keeps us out of Heaven is our pride.” 

A life review is often an element of a trip to 
the other side. Burke relates an interview with one 
individual who described it like reliving his early 
years in 3-D. “He saw how his father’s anger slowly 
became his anger, directing his life. If a person is not 
ruled by love of God, he or she is ruled by hatred of 
God. The greatest hatred of God is to be indifferent 
to God.” 

Above all, most individuals come back from an 
NDE with the exciting impression or knowledge that 
Heaven is not boring. Burke asks us to imagine an 
existence of a super reality over-flowing with God’s 
love, joy and excitement where one will have the op- 
portunity to have creative projects, important roles 
and responsibilities, music to play or compose as 
well as leisure time to meet with friends and family 
who share the same interest. Always buzzing with 
enthusiastic excitement, there is even time to play 
with beloved pets. 

One interesting take-away by an individual 
upon his return to the earthy life was that of Jesus 
telling him that, “All our money and possessions is 
Monopoly money — we can’t keep one. At the end 
of the game, it all goes back in the box. What lasts is 
how you played the game to honor God.” 

Burke concedes that we cannot know if Heaven 
will be exactly like these people describe for every- 
one, but with each NDE story a composite picture 
is built similar to that in which several people who 
witness an event would come away with a different 
version. But he is confident that it will be better than 
we can imagine. “Have you ever looked up at the 
billions of stars in a clear night sky and wondered 
- why would God create such a vast universe so 
beyond our reach? Maybe it’s so that we can ex- 
plore it forever. Alternative explanations have been 
proposed over the years, but none makes as much 
logical sense of the evidence as the simple conclu- 
sion: there is life here-after!” 

— Glenda Hawley, Ph.D. 


Editor’s note: This book has 1,512 reviews at Amazon. 
com, 86 percent five stars, and overall 4.8 stars. It is 
ranked number 3 in Kindle ebooks in the religion and 
spirituality category and number 8 among regular books 
in that category. 
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Life Between Heaven and Earth, by George 
Anderson and Andrew Barone, Harmony 
Books, New York, 2016, 252 pages 


Having read two other books by medium 
George Anderson, I had no doubt that he is the real 
deal and looked forward to reading this one. It did 
not disappoint; in fact, it exceeded my expectations. 
The nine stories in this book are about people who 
had very interesting and 
intriguing sessions with An- 
derson. In each story, An- 
derson and co-author Bar- 
one offer some background 
about the sitter along with a 
little e before let- 
ting the individual tell his or 
her own story — one which 
Anderson did not know 
beforehand and was later 
obtained by Barone. Then 
they summarize the session 
and follow with concluding 
remarks. 

The story of Michael, an Iraq war veteran suf- 
fering from PTSD, was especially interesting to me. 
Michael had a tough life growing up, including 
losing a brother to suicide, but his war experiences 
seem to have taken him over the edge, resulting 
in severe depression and drug problems. During 
his deployment in Iraq, he was assigned to guard 
a school of Iraqi children, because the insurgents 
were killing their own ele While Michael was 
posing for a picture with one of the young students, 
one he had become particularly fond of, she was 
shot and killed. 

During the session with Anderson, the girl 
communicated. “It’s not your daughter, but I’m 
not going to give her an argument if that’s how she 
wants to feel toward you,” Anderson is quoted from 
the transcript. He could not get her name because it 
was one he was not familiar with, but it soon became 
clear to Michael who it was. She told him not to feel 
responsible for her death, that everything fell into 
place. “When she was on earth, she might not have 
seen it that way,” Anderson continued. “But over 
there, it all unfolds for her, and don’t take this the 
wrong way, but she’s kind of glad to be out of here.” 

The skeptic might ask why Anderson couldn’ t 
get her foreign name but was able to pass on a 
number of other messages from the girl, who knew 
very little English. Throughout the book, Anderson 
explains how he gets the messages through symbols, 
feeling, and thought transference. In a session with 
another person, he visualized a laundry basket, 
meaning the communicator did not want to air his 
laundry in public. When he sees the Titanic, it is 
his symbol for every man for himself, and when he 
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visualizes walking from one room to another he 
knows it refers to moving from our world to the 
spirit world. In still another session he saw Bill and 
Hillary Clinton but couldn’t get the connection. He 
then saw scenes from the movie On Golden Pond, 
and after struggling with the interpretation finally 
realized that the daughter’s name in the movie is 
Chelsea, the name of the Clintons’ daughter and of 
the person communicating. 

A number of the communicating spirits said 
that they first thought they were dreaming, which 
was the case with Chelsea Richard, a Florida high- 
way trooper who was killed when hit by a vehicle 
as she was investigating an auto accident. “Nobody 
announces over there what happened,” Anderson 
interpreted in the session with her parents. “And she 
does talk about people being over there, welcoming 
her, who she did know were passed on. Which is 
why she said at first she thought she was dream- 
ing. But...it’s almost as though she was given an 
ae to go back or stay...and yet tells me... 
she wouldn’t have been too keen on coming back.” 

Joseph Bidot was also killed in an auto acci- 
dent and talked about the “good samaritan” who 
attempted to comfort him at the accident scene 
before he died. It may not have seemed like a big 
deal to the good samaritan, Joseph communicated, 
but he said it was very important to him in his final 
moments. Anderson got the name Jay or Jason for 
the good samaritan, a name which Joseph’s mother 
was able to confirm. 

Keara Barnaby is a physician’s assistant who 
tends to many patients with terminal cancer. During 
her session with Anderson, she heard from Hedda, 
a patient who had a very troubled life and was es- 
pecially thankful for the care given to her by Keara. 
“But she's learned over there that there is no right 
—it’s what we do that makes sense within our souls, 
and that makes it the right thing to do,” Anderson 
relayed. “Even if it doesn’t have the result we had 
hoped. She’s learned now that it’s okay to be sad, 
or to be depressed...” 

Each of the nine stories offers some insight to 
the afterlife experiences of the communicators. “We 
are closer to you than you can imagine,” is the most 
ras truth, Anderson says, that has come from 

is more than four decades of mediumship. But he 
laments the apparent failure of most people to grasp 
this connection and see the bigger picture. “We 
should know more, we should be more connected 
to our life’s journey, and we should be less inclined 
toward the uncertainty that seems to permeate 
everything we know about the meaning of life,” he 
ends the book. “But we aren’t. And I believe this is 
precisely why the souls have stepped up their com- 
munication to the earth, even in some of the more 
unusual circumstances they have come up against.” 
— Michael Tymn 
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Still Right Here: A True Story of Healing 
and Hope, by Suzanne Giesemann, One Mind 
Books, 2017, 283 pages 


While drinking a hot chocolate at Starbucks, I 
started on Chapter 21 of this book and read, “Carly 
just dropped in.” At the very moment my eyes 
were on the name Carly, I overheard a barista a few 
yards away tell another barista that Carly would 
be bringing in something f atin 
later. Her mention of the | “AMSS SSE 
name Carly coincided ex- 
actly Sree seeing the STILL 
name. I don’t know what to RIGHT 
make of such a coincidence HERE 
or synchronicity, especially | ’ 
since the name is nota very | se 
common one, at least to me. 
I find nothing meaningful 
about such a synchronicity, 
but I still wonder if there is 
some message there that I 
am not comprehending. 

Carly Hughes transi- 
tioned to the spirit world at age 24 and was one of 
four young people who communicated with their 
parents through the mediumship of author Suzanne 
Giesemann, primarily during a cruise they all shared 
to the Virgin Islands and other Caribbean islands. 
They are all part of the Helping Parents Heal orga- 
nization. 

A graduate of Boston College, Carly Hughes 
ended her battle with gastric cancer on February 17, 
2013. “To have come from such a place of darkness 
to where I am now is miraculous,” Irene, Carly’s 
mother, said after her sailing adventure, one in 
which the four children of the parents offered evi- 
dential and comforting information that they still 
exist in a greater reality. 

Aretired U.S. Navy commander and special as- 
sistant to the Chief of Naval Operations, author Gie- 
semann discovered her mediumistic abilities after 
retiring from the Navy and has now written 12 books 
on the subject, while giving many workshops and 
readings. “The death of a child transforms us,” she 
writes. “At first it feels like the end of the world, until 
you learn that your loved one lives on in a world that 
interpenetrates our own. In my unexpected work as 
a medium, the irrfutable evidence shared with me 
by thousands of souls who have passed has proven 
to me that death is merely a transition to another 
reality.” Giesemann now offers a weekly radio show 
on Unity.FM called “Messages of Hope” Info can 
be found at www.SuzanneGiesemann.com/radioshow 

Overall, the book is a very informative and in- 
teresting read, one that should give hope to parents 
who have lost a child. 


SUZANNE GIESEMANN 


— Michael Tymn 
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Howard Jones: 1937 - 2018 


Howard Jones, Ph.D., a member of the Acad- 
emy and frequent contributor to both of its publica- 
tions, transitioned to the Spirit World on February 
14 at age 80, according to his pay 
wife, Jenny. In addition to his | 
many articles and book reviews 
for The Searchlight and the 
Academy’s Journal, Howard, 
a resident of Wales, UK, and a 
retired scientist, educator and | 
medical researcher, authored | 
four books on spiritual matters, 
including The Thoughtful Guide Ẹ 
to God (2006), The Tao of Holism 
(2008), The World as Spirit (2011) 
and Evolution of Consciousness (2012). 

“We live in the sure and certain knowledge that 
a mass of rational and experiential evidence tells us 
that we have an eternal life as discarnate souls, and 
that our life on Earth is an apprenticeship for such 
an existence,” he wrote in his last book, adding that 
“establishing the absolute truth of the ultimate na- 
ture of things is mostly beyond humankind while we 
dwell on the Earth plane” and that “we can get only 
tantalizing glimpses” of the next state of existence. 

Congratulations to Howard on completing his 
apprenticeship and may he now fully experience 
and enjoy the larger life. - MET 
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Practicing Death 


To practice death is to practice freedom — Michel de Montaigne 
Michael Tymn 


Finishing like Horatio 


When I interviewed Horatio Fitch in 1984, I 
hadn’t given much thought to dying. I was only 47 
at the time and still fully occupied in the material 
world, working two jobs — my day job in insurance 
claims and litigation management and my “night 
job” as a reporter for the morning daily and a col- 
umnist for a national magazine. In between and 
around those jobs there were family responsibilities 
and training up to 100 miles a week in failed efforts 
to outrun Father Time. Life was all about living and 
there was little time to think about 


had a very small part — a few seconds on the ship to 
Paris and then a few seconds in the race itself — but 
it was enough for people to start contacting him for 
talks at various community and church functions. 
And there were interviews, like mine, preceding the 
1984 Olympic Games in Los Angeles, 60 years after 
Horatio’s Olympic effort. “I enjoy talking about it,” 
he told me with a laugh. “Heck, I don’t have that 
much else to do these days.” He also found some 
humor in the ironical, even paradoxical, aspect of 


dying and death. It was too far in 
the future, but Horatio’s situation got 
me to thinking about it. (It would be 
journalistically proper to refer to him 
by his surname, but I'll go with his 
Christian name here, even though I | 
am not sure there was a St. Horatio.) } 

Horatio was 83 at the time, 
living alone in a desolate cabin in the 
mountains of northwest Colorado, | 
his wife having died a few years MI. 
earlier. He was snowbound at the 


the situation — losing the race had 
brought him a little fame, even if 60 
years later. To look at it another way, 
if he had won the race, he would have 
robbed the future screenwriters of a 
{ story and the movie would not have 
been made. 

When I heard that Horatio 
| died the following year, I wondered if 
«| he died alone in His mountain cabin. 
I tried to put myself in the same situ- 
ation and felt certain that I could not 


time of my telephone interview and 

his nearest neighbor some distance away. While his 
phone worked, he had little or no television recep- 
tion and his eyes were so bad that he was unable to 
read. He said he spent most of his time listening to 
classical music. 

Two years earlier, the movie Chariots of Fire 
had won the Academy Award as the best picture 
of 1981. The movie was about two British runners, 
both sprinters, who were hoping to win a gold medal 
in the 100-meter dash at the 1924 Olympic Games 
in Paris. But one of them, Eric Liddell, a divinity 
student from Scotland, refused to participate in the 
100 because the race was on a Sunday, a day that 
was sacred to him. Instead, he entered the 400-meter 
run. 

Representing the United States, Horatio, an 
engineering student at the University of Illinois, had 
broken the world record in his 400-meter heat earlier 
that day and shaped up as the favorite. However, 
Liddell gloriously won the race with Horatio taking 
the silver medal. 

Then, even more than now, a silver medal 
didn’t count for much and so fame eluded Horatio 
until the movie came out. The actor playing him 


handle such solitude, especially if not 
able to read. Now that Iam nearly as 
old as Horatio was when I interviewed him, I again 
wonder what it would be like to live alone and die 
alone in such a desolate place, no human being 
within shouting distance. 

I don’t know what Horatio’s beliefs were, but 
I can’t imagine living and dying under those condi- 
tions without believing that consciousness survives 
death — believing that there is nothing ahead but 
extinction or obliteration. I know some people say 
that such finality doesn’t bother them, but I always 
suspect that it is nothing more than bravado to cover 
up for their inability to grasp things that don’t eas- 
ily fit nicely into their “intellectual” paradigm. To 
quote William James: “The moralist must hold his 
breath and keep his muscles tense; and so long as 
this athletic attitude is possible all goes well — mo- 
rality suffices. But the athletic attitude tends ever 
to break down and it inevitably does break down 
even in the most stalwart when the organism begins 
to decay, or when morbid fears invade the mind.” 

Horatio must have believed in a larger life 
to live in such solitude. I don’t know how saintly 
he was, but I’ve adopted him as a patron saint. 
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Eminent Physicist Discusses Afterlife 


Continuing through April, Dr. Claude Swan- 
son, aneminent MIT and Princeton University edu- 
cated physicist, will host a series of lectures about 
the Afterlife. These are related to Dr. Swanson’s 
new book, The Science of the Soul, which he is now 
finalizing. 

The focus of the lectures and discussion groups 
will be the wide range of information we now have 
about the Afterlife, including experiments and 
anecdotes. All of this is helping to develop a new 
science of the Afterlife whieh is very much needed. 
A sub-theme is the consciousness shift that is un- 
derway on our planet at the present time. Human 
intelligence and awareness is rising. This is increas- 
ing our understanding of consciousness, and deeper 
connection to each other and to the Earth. 

The founders of quantum physics a hundred 
years ago all agreed that Consciousness is an im- 
portant force that affects physics, and yet research 
into this connection has been largely ignored. Now 
we are learning that higher planes of consciousness 
are real, just as the dimensions of the Afterlife are 


real. These are realms |" 
that can be studied and | 
need to be integrated | 
into a future science. Dr. | 
Swanson is working to | 
develop such a theory. | 
These discussion groups 
will help, and partici- 
pants can learn about 
the evidence that these 
dimensions are real. 

Meetings will be 
held at the Unity Church 
on Camino Blanco in Tuc- 
son, Tuesday evenings, 
6:30 to 8:30 pm through 
March and April, start- 
ing. Each lecture and dis- 
cussion is independent, 
so joining in during April is not a problem. Each 
meeting is $15 at the door. Space is limited. For more 
information, call 703-946-5145. 


Claude Swanson 


